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/yiS-^A^^^  UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

L.  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

Washiiigton  25,  D,   C. 

COMMERCIAL  POULTRY  SLAUGHTER 

Annual  Summary  -  195U  and  I955 

Estimated  slaughter  of  poultry  of  all  types  in  662  commerciali/plants 
(practically  all   such  plants  in  the  United  States)    in  1955  totaled 
3,858,131,000  pounds.     This  was  an  increase  of  2.6  percent   from  195U 
(table  1). 

Slaughter  of  young  chickens,    chiefly  commercial  broilers,    in  these  plants 
■was  an  estimated  2,678,502,000  pounds,   up  8,6  percent   from  195U»      Slaughter 
of  all   other  types  of  poultry,   except   light  breed  turkeys,    in  1955  "was 
below  I95U  volumes  from  3*6  percent  for  ducks  to  li+«3  percent  for  mature 
heavy  breed  toms* 

The  estimates   shown  in  the  attached  tables  1,  2,   and   3  ^re  based  on 
weekly  reports  received  from  more  than  14-50  coopez*ating  poultry  slaughtering 
plants.     These  plants  killed  nearly  80  percent  of  all  the  poultry  handled 
in  the  662  commercial  plants.     Slaughter  in  all  commercial  plants  in  195U 
accounted  for  hf)  percent  of  the  hens  and   cocks,   and  70  percent  of  the 
turkeys   sold  off  farms  as  reported  by  the  Agricultural  Estimates  Division, 
AMS2/,     When  commercial  broilers  are  considered  alone,   the   commercial 
plants   slaughtered  75  percent   of   sales   off  fferms.     However,   when   consnercial 
broilers  and  other  young  stock  are  combined  into  an  "all  young  chicken" 
figure,  the   slaughter  in  commercial  plants  was  62  percent  of  sales  off 
farms. 

During  195^4-  fiJ^d  1955  ^^'^  data  published  in  the  weekly  issues  of  the 
Commercial  Poultry  Slaughter  Report  were  on  the  basis   of  matched  plants; 
that  is,   reports  had  to  be   in  for  the   current   and  previous  week  for  each 
plant  included  in  the   comparison  for  a  particiilar  week.      The   data  in 
this  report  and  in  the  195^  weekly  issues  of  the   Commercial  Poultry 
Slau^ter  Report  will  be  estimated  totals  for  all  commercial   plants. 
With  this  method,  all   of  the   data  received  from  reporting  plants  are 
used  and  direct  comparisons  of  these  estimates  can  be  made  over  a   series 
of  weeks  or  months,   and   from  one  year  to  the  next. 


\J  For  puirposes  of  this  report  only,   a  commercial   poultry   slaughter 
plant   is  defined  as  a  plant  which  slaughters  at  least  30*000  pounds  live 
weight  per  week  on  the  average  while  in  operation, 

2/  Data  are  not   available  for  1955   comparisons. 

This  report  has  been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Norris  T,   Prit chard 
and  Fred  L.  Faber,   Poultry   Section,   ilarket  Orgsoiization  and  Costs   Branch, 
Marketing  Research  Division.      The  work  is  a  part   of  a  research  project  on 
development    of  the  Weekly  Commercial  Poultry  Slaughter  Report  for  use  by 
the  poultry  industry.     Funds  used  were  authorized  vuider  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Act  of  19146. 

Agriculture -Washington  AMS-86 


Table  l,~Poultry:     Slaughter  in  ooiaaercial  plants,   by  kinds.  United  States, 
195i+  and  1955. 


i^5U 

1955  i/ 

:Ca»nKe  fraal95l+  to  1955 

Kind 

«                            • 
•                            • 

;   Qusmtity  : 

Percent  age  J 
of  total 

it 

:   Quantity 

tPercenbeiges 
J   of  total 

s: 

t  QuBintity 

jPeroeaitages 
t  of  total 

Chickens: 
Young,   all 
Hens  and  cocks 

:     1,000 
:     pounds 

i   2,1+67,137 
X       1+76,261 

Percent 

65.6 
12.7 

1,000 
pounds 

2,678,302 
Itl4+,  180 

Per  cent 

69.1+ 
11.5 

1,000 
pounds 

211,165 
-     32,081 

Percent 

8.6 

-  6.7 

Total 

i   2,91+5,398 

78.3 

3.122.1+82 

8O.9 

179.081+ 

6.1 

Turkeys : 

Fryer -roasters 
Heavy  breed  hens 
Heavy  breed  toms 
Light  breed  hens 
and  toms 

t         95,802 
:       219,877 
t       1+06,195 

:         35,U90 

2.6 

5.8 

10.8 

.9 

91,610 
202,986 
3U7.968 

35,971 

2.1+ 
5.3 
9.0 

.9 

-  U.I92 

-  16,891 

-  58,225 

1+81 

-1+.U 

-7.7 
-11+.3 

1.1+ 

Total 

i       757,362 

20.1 

678^535 

17.6 

-     78,827 

-10.1+ 

Ducks 
Geese 

»         5l+,8l+3 
:           i+,672 

1.5 
.1 

52,882 
4.232 

1.4 
•1 

-      1.961 

-  3.6 

-  9.1+ 

All  poultry 

J  3.760,275 

100.0 

3.858,131 

100,0 

97,856 

2.6 

_l/  Preliminary.  For  purposes  of  this  report  only,  a  commercial  poultry  slaughter 
plant  is  defined  as  a  plant  which  slaughters  at  least  30,000  pounds  live  weight  per 
week  on  the  average  while  in  operation. 


Table  2.— Estimated  commercial  poultry   slau°;hter.  United  States,   by  weeks,    1955  i/ 


Chickens 

Turkeys 

other  poult 

ry 

iiens 

Light 

We 

ek 
ling 

Young, 
all 

and 
cocks 

Total 

Fryer- 
roasters 

Heavy 

breed 

breed 

hens  and 

Total 

Ducks 

Geese 

All 

enc 

poultry 

Hens 

Toms 

toms 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1. 

JOO 

1.000 

pounds 
II3.652 

pound  s 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Jan. 

8 

6,720 

50,372 

767 

615 

4,890 

190 

6,462 

86 

2 

56,92^ 

15 

Ui,303 

7,347 

51,710 

854 

482 

3.746 

546 

5,428 

96 

2/ 

57,234 

22 

38,956 

6,198 

U5,15U 

1.388 

466 

2,692 

257 

4,803 

119 

5 

50,079 

29 

U0,226 

5,7ij2 

45,968 

587 

592 

1,202 

157 

2,538 

140 

i 

48,446 

Feb. 

5 

39,i+32 

U,650 

44,082 

778 

195 

1,152 

204 

2,529 

87 

46,498 

12 

U,700 

5,186 

46,886 

839 

219 

548 

172 

1,778 

92 

48,756 

19 

ia.iai 

3,877 

45,288 

1,225 

509 

405 

225 

2,162 

85 

47,535 

26 

U.292 

U,039 

U5,33i 

741 

91 

154 

95 

1,079 

124 

w 

46,534 

Mar. 

5 

38,ObU 

3.836 

41,900 

822 

97 

198 

71 

1,168 

172 

y. 

43,260 

12 

37,268 

3,6tj8 

40,916 

926 

158 

130 

266 

1,480 

118 

ii 

42,514 

19 

37,589 

3,679 

41,268 

988 

107 

88 

290 

1,475 

150 

- 

42.871 

26 

38,592 

3,68U 

42.276 

2,175 

126 

47 

169 

2,517 

180 

1/ 

44,973 

Apr. 

2 

39,689 

5,092 

44,761 

3,082 

211 

83 

184 

3,560 

171 

y 

48,512 

9 

U0,890 

5,271 

46,161 

2,637 

257 

93 

260 

3.227 

855 

- 

50,243 

16 

ia,8U7 

4,238 

46,085 

2,532 

139 

93 

75 

2,859 

1,504 

- 

50,428 

23 

1^7.308 

I+.592 

51,900 

2,071 

504 

119 

269 

2,765 

1,867 

1/ 

56,530 

30 

51,986 

4.801+ 

56,790 

2,345 

695 

264 

251 

5,553 

1.746 

ii 

62,089 

May 

7 

53,798 

5.8146 

59.644 

2.356 

1,065 

288 

372 

4,079 

1.726 

- 

65,449 

ih 

5U,3i+7 

5,707 

60,054 

2,520 

1.965 

471 

437 

5,191 

1,797 

2/ 

67,Oi42 

21 

5U,03i^ 

5,909 

59.9U3 

2,469 

2,515 

625 

3U 

5,950 

1,855 

- 

67,748 

28 

5U,786 

6.571 

61.157 

2,065 

2,751 

659 

481 

5.954 

1,725 

%/ 

68,834 

June 

i+ 

U9,127 

5,962 

55,089 

1,676 

5,015 

769 

256 

5,^ 

1.558 

ii 

62,343 

11 

55,137 

7,350 

62,487 

1,662 

2,794 

913 

396 

5.765 

2,035 

- 

70,287 

18 

55,598 

6,536 

62,154 

1,745 

1,808 

655 

591 

4,577 

2,163 

2/ 

68,874 

25 

58,208 

6,083 

64,291 

2,286 

1,745 

956 

527 

5,512 

2,266 

134 

72,203 

July 

2 

59,635 

6,1)68 

66,105 

1,818 

1,789 

1,340 

113 

5,060 

2,076 

132 

73,571 

9 

50,087 

6,396 

56,485 

955 

991 

978 

318 

3.222 

1,583 

139 

61,427 

16 

56,363 

8,791 

65,154 

1,220 

1.956 

1,808 

967 

5,951 

2,236 

131 

73.472 

23 

53,276 

12,068 

65,5l44 

1,925 

2,188 

1,473 

837 

6,lj23 

l-,971 

112 

73.850 

30 

53,265 

11,257 

64.500 

1,428 

2,397 

3,030 

1,020 

7,875 

1,826 

• 

74.201 

Aug. 

6 

53,604 

ir,5ii+ 

65,118 

1,637 

3.488 

1,551 

714 

7,390 

l,al49 

88 

74,445 

13 

5U,U03 

11.255 

65,658 

1,914 

4,504 

2,981 

667 

9,866 

1,854 

125 

77,483 

20 

55,210 

10,571 

65,781 

2,014 

4,745 

4,111 

740 

11,608 

1,817 

140 

79,346 

27 

58,237 

9,105 

67,3U0 

1,684 

6,046 

5,436 

885 

14,051 

1,780 

- 

85,171 

Sept. 

5 

61,398 

10,065 

71,ii63 

1,453 

6,714 

4,888 

721 

15,776 

1,609 

1 

86,849 

10 

51^,951+ 

10,046 

65,000 

1,871 

5,776 

7,010 

882 

15.539 

1,461 

145 

82,145 

17 

58,892 

13,316 

72,208 

2.155 

8,254 

7,188 

1,017 

18,574 

1,551 

152 

92,485 

25 

62,859 

12,280 

75.159 

1.729 

8i7yy 

8,581 

845 

19.734 

1,394 

144 

96.411 

Oct. 

1 

63,868 

13,584 

77.452 

2.491 

8,855 

11,454 

1.519 

24.317 

1,353 

157 

105,279 

8 

63,6i46 

16,122 

79.768 

2,460 

10,108 

15,612 

2,020 

28,200 

1.075 

143 

109,184 

15 

66,909 

16,404 

85.313 

2,687 

10,859 

17,909 

1,726 

33.181 

950 

135 

117,579 

22 

bkM5 

16,522 

80,957 

1.949 

11,215 

20,117 

1.321 

34.600 

707 

167 

116,411 

29 

66,159 

17,783 

83.942 

2.520 

10,927 

24,594 

1.658 

39,299 

555 

258 

124,054 

Nov. 

5 

66,038 

18,214 

84,252 

1,890 

10,412 

25,410 

1.478 

39,190 

456 

463 

124,541 

12 

60,U19 

16,793 

77.212 

2,265 

12,018 

28,514 

947 

45.714+ 

355 

419 

121,750 

19 

55.517 

12,998 

68,515 

2,957 

13.570 

29,078 

1,886 

47,471 

344 

313 

116,645 

26 

35,866 

9.618 

45.484 

1,666 

6,068 

17,459 

1.063 

26,256 

292 

121 

72,155 

Dec. 

3 

5h,hl^h 

8,782 

63,226 

1.952 

7,868 

24,024 

900 

54,724 

223 

3146 

98,519 

10 

56,788 

9.911 

66,699 

1,804 

9,902 

24,954 

1,765 

58,405 

265 

116 

105,481 

17 

58,520 

8,521 

67,041 

2,525 

6,916 

22,902 

1.992 

34,135 

258 

98 

101,550 

2h 

i46,352 

8,075 

54,427 

1.178 

3,494 

10,965 

998 

16,655 

207 

39 

71,306 

31 

U7,880 

5,397 

53,277 

612 

882 

5,824 

315 

7,655 

166 

7 

61,085 

1/  Preliminary. 

which   slaughters  at 

2/  Less  than  500 


For  purposes   of  this 
least   50,000  pounds 
pounds. 


report  only,   a  commeroial   poultry  slaughter  plant   is  defined  as  a  plant 
live  weight   per  week  on  "tiie   average  while  in  operation. 


Tatle  3. —Estimated  commercial   poultry  slaughter.   United  States,  by  weeks,    195^^' 


Chicken  s 

Turkeys 

Other  poultry 

Hecis 

Light 

We 

ek 

ling 

Young, 
all 

and 
cooks 

Total 

Fryer- 
roasters 

Heavy 

breed 

breed 
hens  and 

Total 

Ducks 

Geese 

All 

end 

poultry 

Hens 

Toms 

tons 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

l.t 

500 

r.ooo 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Jan. 

9 

1+5,690 

6,182 

51,872 

588 

207 

3,938 

127 

4.860 

53 

1 

56.786 

16 

i4ii,289 

6,020 

50,309 

250 

100 

2,U93 

83 

2,926 

10 

2 

53.2I+7 

23 

U3,236 

1+.1+95 

1+7,731 

1+03 

71+ 

2,251+ 

I9I+ 

2,925 

20 

1 

50.677 

30 

iU+,973 

1+.558 

1+9,531 

351 

66 

1,502 

11+3 

2,062 

20 

1 

51,611+ 

Feb. 

6 

h5,2U6 

5,368 

50,611+ 

1+21 

67 

1,100 

120 

1,708 

20 

1/ 

52,3U2 

13 

U8.195 

l+,658 

52,853 

251 

103 

512 

266 

1,132 

22 

2 

5i+,009 

20 

1+6,827 

3.561+ 

50,391 

14+9 

261+ 

316 

125 

1,151+ 

19 

1 

51,565 

27 

U7,566 

3.328 

50,891+ 

388 

31 

156 

98 

673 

78 

1 

51,61)6 

U&r, 

6 

U;,018 

3,279 

1+7.297 

I469 

52 

61+ 

300 

885 

72 

1 

1+8,255 

13 

U3.I462 

3.71+0 

1+7,202 

635 

86 

85 

132 

938 

151+ 

i/. 

l+8,29i+ 

20 

1+5,282 

l+,652 

1+9.931+ 

796 

86 

i+0 

86 

1,008 

688 

2/ 

51.630 

27 

Uk.hh5 

l+,893 

1+9,338 

953 

117 

65 

356 

l,l!91 

1.019 

1/ 

51.81+8 

Apr. 

3 

1+2,697 

U,5i+7 

1+7,21^ 

1,71+0 

77 

51 

176 

2,010+ 

1.178 

25 

50,1+91 

10 

1+2,155 

5,736 

1+7,889 

2.51+7 

372 

127 

215 

3,261 

1,396 

5 

52,551 

17 

i42.6U3 

6,180 

1+8,823 

1,626 

561 

li^ 

208 

2,5ia 

1,531 

I/, 

52,895 

2k 

ii2,600 

l+,753 

1+7.353 

1,312 

360 

118 

153 

1,91+3 

1,607 

if 

50,903 

May 

1 

1+7,315 

5.372 

52.687 

1,985 

961 

192 

297 

3,1+35 

I.8II+ 

0 

57.936 

8 

1+9,965 

5,867 

55.830 

1,91+6 

1,639 

1,182 

198 

l+,965 

2,155 

If, 

62,950 

15 

it8,ijB9 

6,711 

55,200 

2,113 

2,925 

981+ 

3U5 

6.367 

2.336 

y 

63,903 

22 

1+9,81+0 

7,506 

57,3U6 

2.29I+ 

1+,217 

1.261+ 

1+79 

8,251+ 

2,359 

0 

67,959 

29 

1+9,166 

7,381+ 

56,550 

2,078 

I+.791 

799 

337 

8,005 

2,379 

2/ 

66,931+ 

June 

5 

1+3,788 

6,85ii 

50,61+2 

1.260 

3,092 

878 

61 

5,291 

1,969 

72 

57,971+ 

12 

1+7.527 

7.655 

55,182 

2,L.01 

2,855 

1,066 

1+30 

6.752 

2.211+ 

88 

6I+,236 

19 

U9,e65 

8,166 

58.031 

2.077 

2,11+8 

810 

231+ 

5.269 

2,153 

102 

65,555 

26 

^,993 

8,135 

57.128 

1,650 

1,710 

1,312 

65 

l+,737 

2,173 

71+ 

6i+.112 

July 

3 

1+9.305 

9,056 

58,361 

1,888 

1.21+0 

576 

209 

3,913 

2,303 

89 

61+.666 

10 

i4l+,6L^8 

8.663 

53,311 

1.11+2 

1,601+ 

1,719 

206 

l+,67l 

1.953 

60 

59,995 

17 

U8,876 

9.ai+9 

58.725 

2.151 

1.700 

1,991 

730 

6,572 

2.212 

63 

67,572 

2U 

1+6.653 

7,753 

5l+,l+06 

2,500 

2,238 

2,6li+ 

590 

7,91+2 

2,061+ 

78 

6t+,l+90 

31 

li6,735 

7,239 

53,97U 

1,666 

3.235 

3.017 

1.005 

8,923 

1.876 

85 

6^.858 

Aug. 

7 

l+6,6ii7 

7,868 

5U,515 

1,805 

3,71+5 

3.372 

1.11+2 

10,061+ 

1.927 

0 

66.506 

lii 

1+7,126 

9,010 

56.136 

1,877 

i+,ai+3 

5,006 

811+ 

12,51+0 

1,829 

127 

70.632 

21 

1+8,253 

10.231 

58,1+81+ 

2,116 

6,71+1 

I+.9I+8 

751 

li+,558 

1,611+ 

131 

7I+.787 

26 

51,527 

12,207 

63,731+ 

2,681 

5,711 

5,261 

797 

II+.I+50 

1.698 

138 

80,020 

Sept. 

U 

51.896 

13.000 

6U,896 

2,893 

6,758 

6,283 

1,172 

17,106 

1,066 

1140 

83,208 

11 

1+6,651 

13.362 

60,013 

2,1+31+ 

6,150 

7,189 

7aU 

16,607 

1,558 

120 

78,298 

18 

1+9,996 

17.758 

67,651+ 

2,9U+ 

6,890 

11,231 

685 

21,800 

1.221 

II46 

90,821 

25 

51,1+91 

17.881 

69,572 

3,355 

9,821 

11,919 

1,688 

26.783 

962 

123 

97.2I+O 

Oct. 

2 

52,995 

16.359 

69,351+ 

2.883 

9,1+1+5 

13,1+99 

1,231 

27,058 

896 

155 

97,1+63 

9 

56,093 

17.669 

73,762 

3.072 

9.695 

16,81+0 

1.330 

30.937 

8la 

11+7 

105,687 

16 

53,1+60 

20,001 

73,1»61 

2.903 

10,261+ 

17,226 

1.51+9 

3I.9I+2 

700 

181 

106,281+ 

23 

1+9,520 

17,80U 

67,321+ 

3.190 

10,598 

23,852 

1,115 

38,755 

1+79 

1U5 

106,703 

30 

145,122 

15,833 

63,955 

3.092 

13.132 

27.186 

1,620 

1+5.030 

1+21+ 

130 

109,539 

Nov. 

6 

1+7.653 

16,157 

63,810 

3.013 

12.766 

31.071+ 

1,726 

1+8,579 

211+ 

218 

112,821 

13 

50,502 

Il+,165 

6U,l+67 

3,071+ 

ll+,399 

33.006 

2,1+23 

52,902 

201 

J+62 

113,032 

20 

51,652 

13.238 

6k, 890 

3.339 

ll+,l+79 

36.151 

2.256 

56.225 

275 

61+6 

122,036 

27 

39,131 

10.139 

1+9,270 

1.821+ 

6,1+60 

21.1U5 

1,319 

30,7U8 

3i^ 

275 

80,637 

Deo. 

u 

51+.  515 

11.303 

65,816 

2,157 

8,113 

30.103 

1,721+ 

1+2,097 

175 

291 

108,379 

11 

53.961+ 

11,837 

65,301 

2,860 

8,1+66 

29.057 

1,1+78 

1+1,861 

189 

170 

108,021 

18 

50,91+2 

12,31+8 

63,290 

2,208 

9,670 

2l+,009 

89I+ 

36,781 

11+7 

136 

100,351+ 

25 

39.750 

9,703 

1+9,1+53 

811 

l+,039 

10,759 

735 

16,321+ 

II4I+ 

U2. 

65.963 

Jan. 

1 

1+1, 06U 

6,221 

1+7,285 

887 

711+ 

5.676 

288 

7,565 

93 

8 

5l+,951 

1/ 

Preliminary.     Fc 

r  purposes 

of  this  report   onlj 

r,   a  coomeroial    poult 

ry  slau^ter  plant 

is  defined  t 

IS  a  plajit 

which 

slaughters  at  ] 

east  30,000  pounds  live  weight 

per  week 

on  the    average  whil 

e   in  operation. 

1/ 

Less  than  5OO  pounds. 

